Hurricane Sandy

In 2012 | joined the Hoboken chapter of an organization called CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). The first few classes
were in the upstairs room of the Hoboken Ambulance Corps.

During Halloween week 2012, Hurricane Sandy made landfall in New Jersey and Hoboken being largely below sea level flooded and
was generally out of commission for about 2 weeks.

The CERT management hastily assembled us into a group to help with the storm response. | was part of efforts to set up emergency
communications, shelter and in some cases food and water for affected residents.

Early in 2013, the CERT class would continue at the ELKs club and we would get our official certs:

We got a nice award from the city of Hoboken (which | have misplaced). Later that year FEMA acknowledged the Hoboken CERT
efforts as "Community Preparedness Heros":



FEMA e vendor regatoton

Coniracting

HOME ABCAUT FEMA, FENA REWS FEMA CORTRACTS VERDOR REGISTRATION COMIRCT US

FEMA Honors Achievemenis In Community Preparedness Thie 41 bs ooty sndornad by

FAT hwdeihn are! Camma ety Srepacsdtess dererrdy fsseen dasmncee?

WASHINGTON — Tha Fadensl Emsrgancy Vsragamat dgency FEMA| cdry acanced dha winssrs of s 331
FERA redvicenl ard Corruniy Preasrsdnas Aasvh. Tha Asards recagnos rokidusiy whe ress ke soize
- preEans e cornmanies. This peat highlighied scoomalishmenis wers schieved beiwesn Jamary 1, 30H & e

prmn FEDERAL
"Wa BB Crly ba prepusned bor LSRN F v RS KT299 MBS n GUr CO TR AL i FElbh S o CONTRALC TOR
Crmip Fusgais. “Tday's wnrer sonseni 5§ cons-iecion of 2 commanity and demanmins e smagenoy “l [l'l\l “..

rammprrd @ ph ] by
Facaral Confracior Ragiaky pariorra

FERN jpowived searty IO appicatiors bom fadh batd, son peall. prisgle ack ] prwe gy bl G e urpbaniinrans and DS

argiriorieeh, 09wl dn dua. Lsedonhin e he Ralionsl Dosass o] Alren g deiioridnaien wrml iz arge

FiChA] aed FEVA, with Tom maresaniEivEL o P ANk oFwRunity, Bebeched il s sine e Mo ~proiit 2iganimsbora, nd

rrang aapkosnia fiorm. 38 Siies ard Fes Disicl of Doharsbin e e
Bgarcim.

"y B i b e sl e ach g Wl g prmalily o1 Do wg ard wopreeben e
cwwepslen o ongegin, Bu Do Mobas ek Cas i enechged ok wasin aye sach In pegd e o s ¥ Lk Hste o Wil ¥ sdaril Conlniclsi. Hegtlo:
e b m by ey bakin ey g b pmemrdm warerns e Bl waudd mrem ey o crmenady

e sodon planning i sdditize o Badeniny deakprani Tha velsesam of B Foboken Dorsraniy

Evvwgeniy Heigwe s T (CERTL in dow Jusiay wee oigerdd in aieslng e Hobobe (e of Ereeymeey

s g owmrd i s sare Sarnky The e Glinr Cases Gog ol e ged ool pad sery. i e

arvrriing b ol wped The pre ey oD [ ogeErTh

Thin pas; tha i annasi jon [ Ssisres Whas Comawndy Freprsdsas Samd s gresenied o e Lo
Srguinn Fen Deparimant Suih Lzs Ssgeien Tesn CERT Cofisbarsives. Sclorean, kaungier of e biog i Cass of
wen Head B s o mbsale 1wl cosemedp pogome e | awd cullsbns e, gud vaied Bl wods
ralbn pmprend ol gy coswm iy ma] ik by bing e Iramd premgems
o i el oty The LAF( Bl Lok Aol Tepa GE b i b
viraly of cormTE sy ciganiraions ard arpcean kel yeuth, smepifias rang of tha cors tharas of Szerea
i

Eamoipnetn o FERUSS Wbl i Garemusily Fopstsmdross Susin e will b br/ld 1 i songriion cosreansy in
Wisasingiza, DL chaing Mticanl Prapasscraas Mamth, During B carsmony, scipinis sil shars i connuny
repasmims forierie 450 leirioe s lmaTed s presgEey TesagEael kdehy

& compie i bt of fhin year's secipeTs ssd e Roncbls renions lor each cesgary i sl et
v tpy gradhom-pEpa-gwerth e d recipsenbs bry o8 lopey rn dn lalmeny

+ Dutwisnding Siwis Ciinen Corpa Corecl inklsthaa: ires Ceasn Caya
 Dutrisnding Comman ity Drargency Buaperas Team [CERT) initdad sse Cy o Aada CIAT

+ Dutwisnding Lacal Chinen Corpn Counch Inkisthvea: Haa of Teans Ctsn Torpe

a in Saudi Ve it Balehy Casts

+ Camwnanily Freparsdnsas Hemss: ‘Faduiee of e Foboten CERT Pregam

+ demmrarvin i Action: Wil Ta D To M 1 Though CRmpaige

* Third Aizraml Hesipierd of the Jebr © Baloresr Whals Sommaeity Preparscisss deeed: Tee Los Ae g
Firn Dopuarirnant Sauth Lan Asgaban Tean CEAT Coindarnive

FEAAS Ml 8 i ST o CmAE A A ST 13 SRR VU S e e ok logeier 12 bl
B, BA nprovs aor cupahlly B pepa b sl Rgm, respond i3, recover on, Bed rdpel o
Sands

i W

St

FERA Honar Acksvwrsnis in Corrunidy Praassdnas

| continued with CERT for a few more years. We mostly did things like provide crowd assistance in big events. Occasionally we
would get spun up for storm responses but nothing like the original experience.

| got my medical first responder cert (EMR) in 2016 and began to volunteer at Hoboken Ambulance Corps. | became an EMT in 2018
and this would change my focus and pull me deeper and deeper into EMS.
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