
Hurricane Sandy
In 2012 I joined the Hoboken chapter of an organization called CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). The first few classes
were in the upstairs room of the Hoboken Ambulance Corps.

During Halloween week 2012, Hurricane Sandy made landfall in New Jersey and Hoboken being largely below sea level flooded and
was generally out of commission for about 2 weeks.

The CERT management hastily assembled us into a group to help with the storm response. I was part of efforts to set up emergency
communications, shelter and in some cases food and water for affected residents.

Early in 2013, the CERT class would continue at the ELKs club and we would get our official certs:

We got a nice award from the city of Hoboken (which I have misplaced). Later that year FEMA acknowledged the Hoboken CERT
efforts as "Community Preparedness Heros":



I continued with CERT for a few more years. We mostly did things like provide crowd assistance in big events. Occasionally we
would get spun up for storm responses but nothing like the original experience.

I got my medical first responder cert (EMR) in 2016 and began to volunteer at Hoboken Ambulance Corps. I became an EMT in 2018
and this would change my focus and pull me deeper and deeper into EMS.




